U. S Statement at the UPR of Costa. Rlca, 19% Sessnon, May 5, 2014

- The Un1ted States Welcomes the delegat1on from Costa Rlca
We laud Costa Rica’s commitment to the promotion of human rights, both
domestically and 1nternat10nally

We cornmend Costa Rica for takmg steps toward i 1mprov1ng conditions in 1ts
prisons, but we note that, as in many countries including our own, overcrowding, -
- inadequate sanitation, difficulties obtaining medlcal care, and violence among
prisoners remain serious problems -

We acknowledge the progress Costa Rica has made in its efforts to. combat the
worst forms of child labor. We are concerned, however, that serious problems

“persist, 1ncludmg the explo1tat10n of chlldren in agriculture and i in commercral SeX
1ndustr1es :

We are dlso concerned about the prevalence of violence against women in Costa -

. Rica, 1nc1ud1ng domestic violence, rape, and sex trafﬁckmg Although efforts to.
assist survivors through legal remedies and social sefvices have improved,..

~ specialized services for survivors, particularly for trafficking survivors, remam

inadequate in many parts of the country '

| The United States recommends that Costa Rica

1 Impro‘ve'prison conditions by reducing overcrowding, improving sanitation,

1ncreasmg access to medical care, and reducmg the incidence of Vrolence SN

. among prrsoners,

. -2. Bxpand programs o eliminate the worst forms of child labor to reach more
- ch1ldren in agrrculture and children exploned in prostitutmn :

3. 'Strengthen efforts to address violence agamst women, including sex
- trafficking, by 1mprovmg preventlon efforts, provrdmg comprehensive
specrahzed sefvices to survivors, and continuing to investigate and, if

_ apprt)prrate prosecute mstances of crrmmal Vlolence against womer.



